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12 Febuary 2010

Dear colleagues,

The organisers of the above Conference have the great pleasure of inviting you to participate in this Regional Conference with international participation on: 
PREVENTION - RISK MANAGEMENT - SOCIAL SECURITY 
- Strategies for better Health and Safety at Work -
under the Patronage of H.E. the Prime Minister of Republic of Srpska (RS) in Banja Luka, Bosnia-Herzegovina, and chaired by H.E the RS Minister for Labour, on 17/18 May, 2010.

The Conference is organized jointly by the Government of Republic of Srpska, the Serbian Presidency of the Regional Alliance for Labour Inspection of Southeast Europe, Azerbaijan and Ukraine (RALI), the Mining Section of the International Social Security Association (ISSA-Mining), and the USAID-ELMO project in Bosnia-Herzegovina, with the support of the International Association of Labour Inspection (IALI).

The main aim of the Conference is to introduce to high-level government officials from labour and mines inspectorates and selected social partner representatives from the South-East European (SEE) region and beyond new international prevention and risk management strategies, including modern occupational accident and diseases insurance concepts; to present international best practice experience in the organization of modern OS&H prevention and risk management/analysis; to introduce participants to the Seoul Declaration on Safety&Health at Work, and to design an appropriately regional Action Plan based on it.

The Conference will focus on risk management and prevention in high-risk sectors (Mines, Quarries, Construction, Building Materials Extraction, and Oil and Gas), the role of social partners in tripartite social dialogue, new European Union risk management and risk assessment strategies and instruments, cooperation in prevention between inspection services and occupational accidents and disease social security systems, and coincide with the closing of the 4-year USAID ELMO (Labour Inspection and Social Dialogue Components) Project.

Simultaneous interpretation will be provided in the three official Conference Languages: Serbian, English and German. All participants should have a working knowledge of at least one of these three languages and confirm this with their registration forms. We would be grateful if you could return the attached registration form duly filled to the secretariat of the Conference: Ms. M. Ilic, LIS Serbia (majai@minrzs.gov.rs), or Ms. T. Radenovic, USAID-ELMO (Tatjana.radenovic@usaidelmo.ba), with a copy to Mr. W. von Richthofen (vonrichthofen@wanadoo.fr). Please feel free to contact the members of the Secretariat if you have any further questions, and please note that:

The deadline for nominations is 15 March 2010.

Once your registration forms have been received, the Secretariat will contact you regarding transport to from and to the airport of your arrival (either Zagreb or Sarajevo), depending on your flight arrangements. Transport to and from Banja Luka will be provided free of charge (from Zagreb, about 2 hours to Banja Luka, from Sarajevo about 4). A pre-booking (single/double) has already been made in the Conference hotel listed in the attached registration form. Your reservation will be confirmed as soon as we receive your registration. You can find more information on the hotel and its location at: www.hotelbosna.com.
We look forward to seeing you in Banja Luka!

Note: During the Conference the Executive Committee of the International Association of Labour Inspection, led by IALI President Ms Michele Patterson, is going to hold its regular meeting. 
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